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Prepared by: Holly Owens April 13, 2021  City Manager Approval: Yousry Zakhary 
 

ICC updates – International Building Code 2018 Edition 
 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
Consider Ordinance 2021-05: An Ordinance of the City of Bellmead, Texas, Amending Chapter 
4 – Buildings and Building Regulations, Article II. – Building Code; Providing for the adoption of 
the International Building Code 2018 Edition; Providing for the adoption of local amendments and 
appendices thereto; Providing for recording of such code as a public record; Providing that this 
ordinance shall be cumulative of all ordinances; Providing a severability clause; Providing a 
savings clause; and Providing an effective date.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Currently, the City of Bellmead operates under the 2012 International Code Council. All codes 
directly affect construction, inspections, and the ISO rating for the city. Each appendices and 
amendments are reflective of our community and the surrounding communities. They are also 
recommended for our region by the NCTCOG.  
 
The ISO (Insurance Services Office) rating is a score that indicates how well-protected a 
community is by the fire department. This score is provided to insurance companies which effect 
the rates. The BCEGS (Building Code Effectiveness Grading Schedule) assesses the building 
code in effect in a particular community and how the community enforces its building codes, with 
special emphasis on mitigation of losses from natural hazards. Municipalities with well-enforced, 
up-to-date codes should demonstrate better loss experience, and insurance rates can reflect that. 
In the ISO rating scale, a lower number is better: 1 is the best possible rating, while a 10 means 
the fire department did not meet the ISO’s minimum requirements. The City of Bellmead received 
a Class 9 for 1 & 2 family residential property and a Class 9 for commercial and industrial property 
in the February 2021 report. By adopting the 2018 codes and consecutively updating every two 
years, the City of Bellmead’s rating will reflect our 
mission to better serve our community and keep 
them safe.  
 
What’s new in the IBC 2018 codes? 

• Chapter 2 and Chapter 7 – Sleeping Unit 
Clarifications 
Sleeping Unit: A single unit that provides 
rooms or spaces for one or more persons, 
includes permanent provisions for sleeping 
and can include provisions for living, eating, 
and either sanitation or kitchen facilities but 
not both. (Removed “such rooms and space 
that are also part of a dwelling unit are not 
sleeping units”)  
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Key Concept: The provision in Chapter 7 that require sleeping units to be separated from 
adjacent groups and the corridor, but does not require the bedrooms within a given 
sleeping unit to be separated from the associated living room or bathrooms within that 
same unit. Clarification also provided that only the main corridors have fire alarms, and 
smoke alarms can be within the unit. Previously, it was unclear if the living and sanitation 
were considered part of the unit or an extension of the main corridor.  
 

• Chapter 3 – Occupancy Classifications (square footage was added to place each 
occupancy within a group and clarifying requirements) 
 Group B: Food processing establishments and commercial kitchens not 

associated with restaurants, cafeterias, and similar dining facilities less than 2,500 
sf in area.  

 Group F: Food processing establishment and commercial kitchens not associated 
with restaurants, cafeterias, and similar dining facilities greater than 2,500 sf in 
area.  

 Group A-2: Commercial kitchens that are associated with restaurants, cafeterias, 
and similar dining facilities, regardless of area.  

 
• Chapter 4 – Newly Added Sections (these sections were added to address specific 

issues) 
 Section 426 – Combustible Dusts, Grain 

Processing/Storage 
 Section 427 – Medical Gas Systems 
 Section 428 – Higher Education Laboratories 

 
• Chapter 5 – Section 505.2.3 – Mezzanines 

Direct access to at least one exit at mezzanine level is 
no longer required for enclosed mezzanines. This 
change is considered to be an acceptable reduction in 
required means of egress.  

 
• Chapter 10 – Means of Egress 

Significant changes and reorganization to the entire chapter have occurred. Several 
previously separate requirements now moved into a single code section (Section 1006). 
Key Changes:  
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 Table 1004.5 – Occupant load factor for 
Business went from 100 gross to 150 gross.  

 Table 1004.8 – Concentrated Business Use 
Areas added to address call centers, trading 
floors, etc. These may be calculated at actual 
occupant load, but not less than 1:50 OLF.  

 Section 1006.3 – Clarification that when 
stairways serve more than one story or occupied 
roof, only the occupant load on that story or 
occupied roof are used to calculate the required 
number and minimum size of exits. 

 Section 1006.2.1 – The limiting factor of stories 
with one exit or exit access doorway changed 
from “travel distance” to “common path of egress 
travel”. Example: occupants of a 2nd story space 
can use unenclosed stairs as the only means of 
egress, provided that the common path of travel 
complies with Section 1006.2.1.  

 Path of egress travel to an exit shall not pass through more than one (1) adjacent 
story. Exceptions: 
 Residential occupancies 
 Open parking garages 
 Open-air assembly seating and exit access stairways serving 

balconies/galleries/press boxes (theaters, auditoriums, sports venues) 
 Section 1007.1 better clarifies how to measure distance between; exit access 

doorways, stairs and ramps. Key requirements:  
 Separation distance to be measured to any point along the width of the 

doorway. 
 Separation distances to be maintained for entire length of travel on stair or 

ramp to prevent convergence.  
 Section 1004.1.2 – Mercantile Occupant Load Factors has been revised to be 1:60 

OLF regardless of the story on which the mercantile occupancy occurs. Key 
changes:  
 In 2012 IBC, there were two (2) different OLFs for mercantile occupancies. 

This change reflects the trend from multi-story single operator buildings to 
large floor areas within a single story.  
 

• Chapter 30 – Section 30041.2 – Emergency Elevator Communication Systems for 
the Deaf, Hard of Hearing, and Speech Impaired 
This section is new in the 2018 IBC. Key Requirements: 
 Emergency two-way communication system that is required inside elevator car. 
 Requires both visual and text-based with live 24/7 connection to remote party. 
 Fully accessible by the deaf, hard of hearing, and speech impaired. 
 Must include voice-only options for hearing individuals. 
 Must be able to communicate with emergency personnel using existing video 

conferencing technology, chat/text software, or other approved technology.  
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• Chapter 30 – Section 3004 – Elevator Hoistway Venting 

This section is removed entirely from the 2018 IBC. Key 
Changes:  
 Elevator hoistways are no longer required to be 

vented to the exterior.  
 Installation of pluming and mechanical systems in 

the hoistway is still prohibited. 
 Requirements for hoistway venting also removed 

from ANSI A17.1 Elevator Code.  
 These requirements were eliminated due to lack of 

demonstrated need.  
 

 
 
These are just a few of the changes for the IBC.  
 
This is the link for the IBC Code Book.  
2018 INTERNATIONAL BUILDING CODE - ICC DIGITAL CODES (iccsafe.org) 
 
This is the second and third final reading. The first reading was held on March 9, 2021 with a vote 
of 5-1-0. Any plans that come in for review between now and April 30th, will be reviewed under 
the current 2012 codes. After final approval, the ordinance caption will be published in the Waco 
Tribune-Herald and will take full effect May 1, 2021.    
 
FISCAL IMPACT or FUNDING SOURCE: 
 
1 set of code books and digital version with multi-share capabilities.  
 
$1,800.00 10-5-62-5206 Books & Periodicals 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Motion to approve Ordinance 2021-05: An Ordinance of the City of Bellmead, Texas, Amending 
Chapter 4 – Buildings and Building Regulations, Article II. – Building Code; Providing for the 
adoption of the International Building Code 2018 Edition; Providing for the adoption of local 
amendments and appendices thereto; Providing for recording of such code as a public record; 
Providing that this ordinance shall be cumulative of all ordinances; Providing a severability clause; 
Providing a savings clause; and Providing an effective date.  
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

• Ordinance 2021-05 - IBC 

https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/IBC2018

