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ICC updates – International Fuel Gas Code 2018 Edition 
 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
Consider Ordinance 2021-12; Amending Chapter 4 – Buildings and Building 
Regulations, Article II. – Building Code; Providing for the adoption of the International 
Fuel Gas Code 2018 Edition; Adding Sec 4-145 – Fuel Gas Amendments; Providing for 
the adoption of local amendments thereto; Providing for recording of such code as a 
public record; Providing that this ordinance shall be cumulative of all ordinances; 
Providing a severability clause; Providing a savings clause; and Providing an effective 
date.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Currently, the City of Bellmead operates under the 2012 International Code Council. All 
codes directly affect construction, inspections, and the ISO rating for the city. Each 
appendices and amendments are reflective of our community and the surrounding 
communities. They are also recommended for our region by the NCTCOG.  
 
The Fuel Gas Code regulates the installation of fuel-gas piping systems, fuel-gas 
appliances, gaseous hydrogen system and related accessories except one-and-two 
family dwellings and multiple single-family dwellings.  
 
What’s new in the IFGC 2018 codes? 

• 303.3 Prohibited Locations 
A clothes dryer is installed in a residential bathroom or toilet room having a 
permanent opening with an area of not less than 100 square inches (0.06 m2) that 
communicates with a space outside of a sleeping room, bathroom, toilet room or 
storage closet. (There were 5 previous prohibited locations. A sixth location was 
added in the 2018 edition.) 

 
• 303.3.1 Fireplaces and Decorative Appliances in Group I-2, Condition 2 

Occupancies 
Gas fireplace appliances and decorative gas appliances shall be prohibited in 
Group I-2, Condition 2 occupancies except where such appliances are direct-vent 
appliances installed in public lobby and waiting area that are not within smoke 
compartments containing patient sleeping areas. The appliance controls shall be 
located where they can be accessed only by facility staff. Such fireplaces shall 
comply with Section 501.2 and 604.1 of the International Fire Code.  
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• 401.9 Identification 
Each length of pipe and tubing and each pipe fitting, utilized in a fuel gas system, 
shall bear the identification of the manufacturer.  
Exceptions: 
 Steel pipe sections that are 2 feet (610 mm) and less in length and are cut 

from longer sections of pipe. 
 Steel pipe fittings 2 inches and less in size. 
 Where identification is provided on the product packaging or crating. 
 Where other approved documentation is provided.  

(The exceptions were added in the 2018 edition.) 
 

• 503.2.1 Ventilating Hoods 
The use of ventilating hoods and exhaust 
systems to vent appliances shall be 
limited to industrial appliances and 
appliances installed in commercial 
applications.  
(Section added under 503.2 Venting 
Systems Required in 2018 edition.)  

 
• 503.2.2 Well-ventilated Spaces 

The flue gases from industrial-type 
appliances shall not be required o be 
vented to the outdoors where such gases 
are discharged into a large and well-
ventilated industrial space. (Section 
added under 503.2 Venting Systems Required in 2018 edition.) 

 
• 614.4.1 Exhaust Termination Outlet and Passageway 

The passageway or dryer exhaust duct terminals shall be undiminished in size and 
shall provide an open area of not less than 12.5 square inches (8,065 mm2). 
(Section was added under [M] 614.4 Exhaust Installation.) 

 
These are only some of the changes.  
 
This is the link for the IFGC Code Book.  
2018 INTERNATIONAL FUEL GAS CODE - ICC DIGITAL CODES (iccsafe.org) 
 
This is the second and third final reading. The first reading was held on April 13th with an 
approval of 6-0-0.  
 
FISCAL IMPACT or FUNDING SOURCE: 
 
N/A.  

https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/IFGC2018
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STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Motion to approve Ordinance 2021-12; Amending Chapter 4 – Buildings and Building 
Regulations, Article II. – Building Code; Providing for the adoption of the International 
Fuel Gas Code 2018 Edition; Adding Sec 4-145 – Fuel Gas Amendments; Providing for 
the adoption of local amendments thereto; Providing for recording of such code as a 
public record; Providing that this ordinance shall be cumulative of all ordinances; 
Providing a severability clause; Providing a savings clause; and Providing an 
effective date.

ATTACHMENTS: 
• Ordinance 2021-12




