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Prepared by: Holly Owens April 13, 2021  City Manager Approval: Yousry Zakhary 
 

ICC updates – International Fire Code 2018 Edition 
 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
Ordinance 2021-07; An Ordinance of the City of Bellmead, Texas, Amending Chapter 4 – 
Buildings and Building Regulations, Article II. – Building Code; Providing for the adoption of the 
International Fire Code 2018 Edition; Amending Chapter 7 – Fire Protection; Providing for the 
adoption of local amendments and appendices thereto; Providing for the recording of such code 
as a public record; Providing that this ordinance shall be cumulative of all ordinances; Providing 
a severability clause; Providing a savings clause; and Providing an effective date.  
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Currently, the City of Bellmead operates under the 2012 International Code Council. All codes 
directly affect construction, inspections, and the ISO rating for the city. Each appendices and 
amendments are reflective of our community and the surrounding communities. They are also 
recommended for our region by the NCTCOG. 
 
The ISO (Insurance Services Office) rating is a score that indicates how well-protected a 
community is by the fire department. This score is provided to insurance companies which effect 
the rates. The BCEGS (Building Code Effectiveness Grading Schedule) assesses the building 
code in effect in a particular community and how the community enforces its building codes, with 
special emphasis on mitigation of losses from natural hazards. Municipalities with well-enforced, 
up-to-date codes should demonstrate better loss experience, and insurance rates can reflect that. 
In the ISO rating scale, a lower number is better: 1 is the best possible rating, while a 10 means 
the fire department did not meet the ISO’s minimum requirements. The City of Bellmead received 
a Class 9 for 1 & 2 family residential property and a Class 9 for commercial and industrial property 
in the February 2021 report. By adopting the 2018 codes and consecutively updating every two 
years, the City of Bellmead’s rating will reflect our mission to better serve our community and 
keep them safe.   
 
What’s new in the 2018 IFC? 

• Section 304.1.3.1 Spaces Underneath Grandstands and Bleachers 
Spaces underneath grandstands and bleachers shall not be occupied or utilized for 
purposes other than means of egress except where equipped with an automatic sprinkler 
system in accordance with Section 903.2.1.5.1, or separated with barriers and horizontal 
assemblies in accordance with Section 1029.1.1.1. (This was added language to Section 
34.1.3 Space Underneath seats.)  

 
• Section 309.2 Use in Hazardous (classified) Locations 

Powered industrial trucks used in areas designated as hazardous (classified) locations in 
accordance with NFPA 70 shall be listed and labeled for use in the environment intended 
in accordance with NFPA 505. (This section was added under Powered Industrial Trucks 
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and Equipment.) 
 

• Section 403.6 Group F Occupancies 
An approved fire safety and evacuation plan in accordance with Section 404 shall be 
prepared and maintained for buildings containing a Group F occupancy where any of the 
following conditions apply: 
 The Group F occupancy has an occupant load of 500 or more persons. 
 The Group F occupancy has an occupant load of more than 100 persons above or 

below the lowest level of exit discharge. 
 Group F pallet manufacturing and recycling facilities as required by Section 2810.  

(This was added conditions to the Group F occupancy.) 
 

• Section 503.6 Security Gates 
The installation of security gates across a fire apparatus access road shall be approved 
by the fire code official (Fire Marshall). Where security gates are installed, they shall have 
an approved means of emergency operation. The security gates and the emergency 
operation shall be maintained at all times. Electric gate operators, where provided, shall 
be listed in accordance with UL 325. Gates intended for automatic operation shall be 
designed, constructed and installed to comply withy the requirements of ASTM F2200. 
(Language added to be more specific.) 

 
• Section 510.1 Emergency Responder Radio Coverage in New Buildings 

New buildings shall have approved radio coverage for emergency responders within the 
building based on the existing coverage levels of the public safety communication systems 
utilized by the jurisdiction, measured at the exterior of the building. (Language changed 
and updated for emergency responder safety.) 

 
• Section 704.1 Maintaining Protection 

Where required when the building was 
originally constructed, materials and systems 
used to protect joints and voids in the following 
locations shall be maintained. The materials 
and systems shall be securely attached to or 
bonded to the adjacent construction, without 
openings visible through the construction.  
 Joints in or between fire-resistance-

rated walls, floors or floor/ceiling assemblies and roof or roof/ceiling assemblies. 
 Joints in smoke barriers. 
 Voids at the intersection of a horizontal floor assembly and an exterior curtain wall. 
 Voids at the intersection of a horizontal smoke barrier and an exterior curtain wall. 
 Voids at the intersection of a non-fire-resistance-rated floor assembly and an 

exterior curtain wall.  
 Voids at the intersection of a vertical fire barrier and an exterior curtain wall.  
 Voids at the intersection of a vertical fire barrier and a non-fire-resistance-rated 

roof assembly.  
Unprotected joints and voids do not need to be protected where such joints and voids 
were not required to be protected when the building was originally constructed. (This 
section was added for additional protection and to give responders more time.) 
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• Section 705.2.5 Smoke-and Heat-activated Doors 
Smoke-activated doors shall be maintained to self-close or automatically close upon 
detection of smoke. Existing fusible-link type automatic door-closing devices are permitted 
if the fusible link rating does not exceed 135°F (57°C). (Language added to contain fire 
and give responders more time.) 

 
• Section 803.2 Stability 

Interior finish materials regulated by this chapter shall be applied or otherwise fastened in 
such a manner that such materials will not readily become detached where subjected to 
room temperatures of 200°F (93°C) for not less than 30 minutes. (Language added for 
safety of occupants and responders.) 

 
• Section 901.6.2.2 Smoke Control Systems 

Where a fire alarm system is integrated with a smoke control system as outlined in Section 
909, integrated testing shall comply with NFPA 4, with an integrated test performed prior 
to issuance of the certificate of occupancy and at intervals not exceeding 10 years, unless 
otherwise specified by an integrated system test plan prepared in accordance with NFPA 
4. If an equipment failure is detected during integrated testing, a repeat of the integrated 
test shall not be required, except as necessary to verify operation of fire protection of the 
protection or life safety functions that are initiated by equipment that was repaired or 
replaced.  

 
These are just some of the changes.  
 
This is the link for the IFC Codes.   
 
2018 INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE - ICC DIGITAL CODES (iccsafe.org) 
 
This is the second and third final reading. The first reading was held on March 9, 2021 with a vote 
of 6-0-0. Any plans that come in for review between now and April 30th, will be reviewed under 
the current 2012 codes. After final approval, the ordinance caption will be published in the Waco 
Tribune-Herald and will take full effect May 1, 2021.    
 
FISCAL IMPACT or FUNDING SOURCE: 
 
N/A 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Motion to approve Ordinance 2021-07; An Ordinance of the City of Bellmead, Texas, Amending 
Chapter 4 – Buildings and Building Regulations, Article II. – Building Code; Providing for the 
adoption of the International Fire Code 2018 Edition; Amending Chapter 7 – Fire Protection; 
Providing for the adoption of local amendments and appendices thereto; Providing for the 
recording of such code as a public record; Providing that this ordinance shall be cumulative of all 
ordinances; Providing a severability clause; Providing a savings clause; and Providing an effective 
date.  
 
ATTACHMENTS: 

• Ordinance 2021-07 - IFC 

https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/IFC2018

